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the many exasperating features of Congressional action
being a tendency continually to pass resolutions asking
nations to send exhibits to our own Expositions, and a bland
disregard of requests sent by foreign countries for us in
return to make exhibits at their expositions. The Belgian
officials and leading men whom I met impressed me very
favorably, and their women seemed to me to have the do-
mestic qualities developed much more like our women in
England and America than was the case in France, and yet
to have the charm and attractiveness of the Frenchwomen.
The king was a huge fair young man, evidently a thor-
oughly good fellow, with excellent manners, and not a touch
of pretension. I slipped off for an hour or two to see a
couple of things which I wished to see, and at one place he
suddenly came across me and instantly took me in his car-
riage, driving me through the streets as if he had been
one of his own subjects, and being greeted by the people
in cordial democratic fashion. He afterwards drove
me out to the palace, where I dressed for dinner, as he
wished to show me some things beforehand. The queen
proved really delightful, really cultivated and intellectual,
so much so that we made especial inquiries about her; it
proved that she was the daughter of a German prince, who
was a great oculist, a man who had done first-class work as
such; and evidently she had inherited her father's ability.
Every evening, as she informed us, she read aloud to the
king books in which they were both interested; and alto-
gether they led a thoroughly wholesome life.

Next day we went to Holland, and on our way to The
Hague stopped for lunch at Het Loo with the Queen Wil-
helmina. The Hollanders had shown so strong a feeling of
pride in having a prominent American President who was
of Dutch blood visit them that I had naturally appre-
ciated it.

I thoroughly enjoyed my stay in Holland, both at The
Hague and Amsterdam. The people were charming, and
the crowd behaved exactly as if I was still President and
home in America; and we got a few hours to ourselves in